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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated September 27, 2001 in the file of this application 



the applicants respond as follows. 

In response to the requirement for restriction imposed by the Examiner, the applicants 
electGroup I comprising Claims 1-22 and 25-27. The applicants also respectfully traverses the 
imposition of this requirement for restriction. 

The subject matter of the claims of the two groups are highly interrelated. The product of 
Claims 23, 24, and 28-30 might arguably be made by another process, but any search for the 
subject matter of those claims would inevitably include the same subject matter that is searched 
for the claims of Group 1. Note that the claims of Group II are all dependent claims and hence 
inevitably encompass the same subject matter. Accordingly, it is requested that this requirement 
for restriction be reconsidered. 
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Charge Any Additional Fee Required 
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Reissue filing fee 
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cover sheet 

1 39 1 30 1 39 1 30 Non-English specification 

147 2,520 147 2,520 For filing a request for reexamination 
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217 460 Extension for reply within third month 
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228 980 Extension for reply within fifth month 

219 160 Notice of Appeal 

220 1 60 Filing a brief in support of an appeal 

221 140 Request for oral hearing 
138 1,510 Petition to institute a public use proceeding 

240 55 Petition to revive unavoidably abandoned 
application 

640 Petition to revive unintentionally abandoned 
application 

242 640 Utility issue fee (or reissue) 

243 230 Design issue fee 

244 310 Plant issue fee 
1 22 1 30 Petitions to the Commissioner 
1 23 50 Petitions related to provisional applications 
1 26 1 80 Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt 

581 40 Recording each patent assignment per 
property (times number of properties) 

246 370 Filing a submission after final rejection 
(37 CFR 1.129(al) 

246 370 For each additional invention to be examined 
(37 CFR 1.129(b)) 

270 370 Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

169 900 Request for expedited examination 
of a design application 
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Wherefore an examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




TEL 608/251-5000 
FAX 608/251-9166 
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Attorney ror Applicants 
QUARLES & BRADY LLP 
P.O. Box 21 13 
Madison, WI 53701-2113 
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